An adult education model for training third-year medical students in use of the Physician Data Query (PDQ) System.
An adult education model was developed to familiarize third-year medical students with the Physician Data Query (PDQ) system, a computerized, full-text database of state-of-the-art cancer information developed by the National Cancer Institute. The educational model was designed in collaboration with a medical librarian and was implemented within the context of a busy surgery clerkship using only modest resources that were readily available within the medical school. During three years, 275 medical students participated in the exercise and evaluated both the PDQ system and the educational model. Overall, 87% of the students considered the PDQ system to be a valuable source of information, and 84% anticipated using PDQ after completing their surgical rotations. Ninety-six percent of the students agreed that the objectives of the exercise were met. This article provides a description of the educational model and discusses the principles of adult education and andragogy on which it was developed. The importance of emphasizing the process of learning as well as the content is described relative to self-directed and life-long learning.